AFTER   EVEREST
laughter and applause would hail the drenching of some t
local celebrity.
The only place for sterilizing was the dispensary, which
had little enough space for its own tremendous amount
of work. But with our new buildings, if there is a great
deal to be done, the Indian doctor in charge can go on
seeing out-patients whilst I operate in the well-built and
properly-equipped theatre. The day after the opening
ceremony last April, I did thirty-one operations under
general or spinal anaesthesia in that operating-theatre. I
wonder whether there is any operating-room in the world
in which over thirty major cases were dealt with on its
first working day ? AH those thirty-one patients were in
real need, and hardly any one of them had the means
to get to Neyyoor for the only treatment which could'
bring him health.
After operations were over that day, several hours were
spent in seeing more cases, and especially in examining
those which the Indian doctor had selected during his hard
day's work with the out-patients. Next day, more patients
were seen, and on the fourth day we did another twenty-
eight operations. There were still more out-patients to
see on the following day, our last at Kundara. The opera-
tion cases from among them were told to go to. our branch
at Kalyapuram, which was our next place of visitation.
So we packed up all our goods that night, and by nine
o'clock in the morning we were starting work at Kalya-
puram with a crowd of sufferers which amazed us by
its size.
Kalyapuram Hospital is in a country district, nearly a
mile from the village of that name, and looking around
the neighbourhood you would think that there were but
few people about. But as it is on the main bus route
from north to south in Travancore, it is visited by a goodly
throng of people. Actually, the largest number of cases
I have ever dealt with in a single day was at Kalyapuram.
I find that the Indian doctor in charge, with admirable
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